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position its assaults were less mirth provoking than when
standing up like a colossus in thick leather sea-boots.
"Blimey!" said the sailor and, dropping his bread and
cheese, leapt to his feet. But before he was properly up the
bird, having remembered his quarrel for so long., nearly five
minutes, could keep it up no longer and suddenly forgot,
gazed into space for a moment or two, and then waddled
back to his charges where he remained with his head
morosely sunk upon his shoulders, his round, hard eye
expressing nothing and his passion spent.
" That's guts, that is! " said the sailor.
The penguin colonies at the South Orkneys cover the
steep faces of the cliffs as well as the flat ice-worn rocks near
the water-level. Some of their hard and uncomfortable
nests are perched high up in places which, with my nailed
boots and my hands to help me, I found almost inaccessible.
To these perches the industrious proprietors return every
year and hatch out their plaintive young. The young die in
thousands. Skua gulls swoop incessantly overhead and rob
the nests of eggs and chicks when the parents' backs are
turned. Many die of exposure or starvation. They stray
away from their nests or get separated from the groups to
which they are later allotted. Then they wander about
disconsolately piping. Other peoples' parents do not want
them and peck and slap them as they pass, or chase them
away with squawks of rage. So they die and at mid-summer
the colonies a re strewn with tiny skeletons while the " paddies,5*
white as driven snow, flutter pigeon-like about, picking them
clean. As the chicks grow quills begin to sprout from their
dark grey down so that they look uglier than ever. They
are then nearly as large as the, by this time, exceedingly
bored nurses that guard them. In fact a certain, boredom
begins to steal over the elder generation as a whole. They
go to sea less often and less industriously. They, too, begin
to stand about in groups so that there are groups of grown
birds standing aloof and uninterested among the groups of